Plant Physiology is always looking for cover submissions from
authors of upcoming articles. If you have an outstanding color
figure or cover design concept that would look great on a future
cover of the Journal, please include it with your manuscript
submission.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Plant Physiology Adopts Incentives
for Concise Articles
Beginning with submissions on January 1, 2006, Plant Physiology is establishing a limit of 10
journal pages for research articles. While longer papers are permitted at a higher page charge,
we believe that the 10-page target is a positive incentive for tight composition, reduced repetition, and appropriate use of supplemental data files.
Beginning with submissions on January 1, page charges are $75 per page for the first 10
pages ($55 per page if the corresponding author is a member of ASPB), and the charges for
the 11th page and above are doubled.
An online calculator is available from the Instructions for Authors (http://www.plantphysiol.org/
misc/ifora.shtml) and in the submission system that will provide an estimated final page count
for your article, should it be accepted. For more information, please see the Editorial in the
December 2005 issue (http://www.plantphysiol.org/cgi/content/full/139/4/1573).

The Open Access movement in scholarly publishing advocates that the results of research
that was funded by taxpayer dollars should be freely available to all immediately upon publication. As such, the traditional “user-pays” (subscription access) model would eventually
be eliminated in favor of an “author-pays” model, whereby publication charges are paid,
for example, out of authors’ grants.
To gauge interest in an Open Access model of publishing in the plant science community, ASPB is conducting an 18-month Open Access experiment for research papers published in Plant Physiology and The Plant Cell. Beginning with the December 2005 issues,
corresponding authors of articles accepted by the journals will be given the option to pay a
surcharge to make their online article free upon publication. The surcharge, which will be
in addition to the usual author charges, will be $1,000 (discounted to $500 if the author’s
institution subscribes to the journal).
This experiment will help ASPB to evaluate the viability of an “author-pays” publishing
model. Questions and comments can be sent to Nancy Winchester, Director of Publications
(nancyw@aspb.org). For more information, please go to http://www.aspb.org/openaccess.
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